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“O send out your light and your truth that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling.”

As  we continue to move forward together through this time of transition, tell us:

What is your vision?
There are displays in the back of the church and the Parish House. 
Use the sticky notes to share your dreams for the future of Calvary.

What would you like to see 
in Calvary Church?

What would you like to do 
with your church?
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July’s Vestry meeting was the twelfth with me; I’ve reached our one-year anniversary together.  This year we have continued 
to be the Church in spite of a historic pandemic.  Every single week, God has been praised; children have been involved in 
worship and ministries; young people have been prepared for Confirmation; music has been made; homeless have been fed; 
Moms have connected; new members have been welcomed; babies and bigger people have been baptized; neighborhoods 

have been visited—I could go on.  Even those members who have not been on the premises 
know that the church is still active and a presence available to them and the City of Summit.  
We have hired two new staff members, Deacon Carrie Cabush and Organist Evan Cogswell, 
who have already brought new enthusiasm to Calvary.  We are planning with hope for the 
coming program year. There is an energy in this place that people can feel, particularly in 
worship.  Could it be the Holy Spirit?  

Calvary Church is a different place from what it was two or three years ago.  It will never be 
quite the same, nor should it.  Calvary Church was inaugurated in the 19th Century in the 
Second Millennium.  We followers of Jesus Christ have made it to the 21st Century and the 
beginning of the Third Millennium.  Imagine that!  

Your mission as a member of Christ’s family and one called by God is to build upon the 
best of what is this church.  Remember, Jesus Christ is the chief cornerstone.  The COVID 
situation for the coming year is unknown.  This may seem like a bad place from which 
to search for a settled rector.  But, remember, it is pretty much the same for every single 
Episcopal Church in our country.  I read recently that every church must now think of itself 

as a new start.  This should not be daunting; it should be liberating because Calvary is starting with so much that is good.  
Your ideas, your energy, your passion, your hopes and dreams will be the building blocks on which to renew and refresh this 
precious place.  

It’s an honor to be here.  I’m excited about the coming year.  I look forward to meeting many more of you and discovering 
what you feel called to do for God as a part of the Calvary community.  

Mother Melanie can be reached at (908) 277-1814, ext. 2, or mbarbarito@calvarysummit.org. You can also find her cell phone 
number by logging into the Breeze membership portal: calvarysummit.breezechms.com

In the Interim
by Mother Melanie Barbarito, Interim Rector

Save the date
Homecoming Sunday 

September 12

• Open House
• Sunday School Registration

• Ministry Fair
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Calvary Services

Services of Holy Eucharist are in-person at Calvary, at 8:00 am and 10:00 am on Sundays. The COVID risk level for Union 
County is currently Orange, which means masks must be worn, social distance observed, and there is no congregational 
singing (hymns are sung by a soloist at this time).

For those who cannot make it, or do not feel safe attending, you can continue to participate online via our YouTube channel 
at 10:00 am. Visit www.calvarysummit.org for a link to the YouTube channel, or check your emails.

Truck Fund is Revving Up
Calvary is raising funds for a new truck! Please see the display in the back of the church to see how you can contribute by 

"purchasing" a component. Alternatively, consider making a general donation to the fund.

To take part online, or for more information, visit www.calvarysummit.org/truck.

mailto:info@calvarysummit.org
http://www.calvarysummit.org
http://www.calvarysummit.org
http://www.calvarysummit.org/truck


The Canticle                           August 2021

4 ~ Calvary Episcopal Church ~ 908-277-1814 ~ info@calvarysummit.org ~ www.calvarysummit.org

“This is the moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities, what we value, what we want, what we 
seek and to commit to act in our daily life on what we have dreamed of. God asks us to dare to create 

something new.” 
       ~ Pope Francis, Nov 2020

I cannot think of more relevant words to describe the current work of our vestry. This is the moment 
we get to ask the parish, “What would you like to do with your church and how can we best serve 
our community?” Mother Melanie has posed this question to the vestry and we have started this 
work by hiring Deacon Carrie Cabush to lead our Youth Ministries Program and Evan Cogswell to serve as our part-time 
Organist/Music Director.  

With our new staff in place, we have new energy, ideas and bandwidth, but we really need help from all of you. You must help 
define the vision for our parish and provide the leadership to get us there. This is a good segue into our June vestry meeting 
highlights. 

Leadership and Volunteer

We need to find leaders to help us “dig deep and reach high.” This fall we will begin our rector search by creating a parish 
profile. Our parish has changed significantly in the last few years and we want to make sure we are accurately describing the 
needs and desires of parishioners who want to remain actively engaged with Calvary’s ministries. 

Over the rest of the summer, the vestry will be working to update parishioners on Calvary happenings, future plans and 
gauging interest for programming. Our homecoming Sunday is scheduled for September 12 where we will be holding a 
Ministry Fair so everyone can see a list of ways to get involved. 

A Word from the Vestry
by Laura Dudebout on behalf of the Vestry

Continued on next page.

A Service of Evensong
Sunday, August 29
at 5:00 pm
 
Join us in-person or live online 
at our YouTube channel for this 
evening service of Bible readings 
and the singing of hymns, psalms 
and canticles.

mailto:info@calvarysummit.org
http://www.calvarysummit.org


The Canticle                           August 2021

5 ~ Calvary Episcopal Church ~ 908-277-1814 ~ info@calvarysummit.org ~ www.calvarysummit.org

When Summit Warm Heart (SWH) completed its November to end-of-March season, it was decided to continue operating 
every Tuesday from 9:00 to 11:00 am, offering showers, something to eat, or to just enjoy some quiet time off the street.

Under the leadership of Staci d'Olier-Lees and Leonard Prentice, SWH started an arts and craft program. However, since 
the people from the street were not interested in the art project, SWH was invited to the Vito A. Gallo Senior Building at 12 
Chestnut Ave. where  arts and craft classes, knitting, crocheting, painting, origami, etc. are being offered. The seniors also 
make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to pass out to our homeless friends around town, pack bread and rolls for Grace 
Food Pantry, and meet to discuss other possibilities in assisting our "neighbors without addresses."

Calvary delivered its first load of non-perishable food to Loaves and Fishes at St. Teresa’s. Please continue to drop off food at 
the back of the church.

Outreach Update
by the Outreach Committee

We are actively recruiting people to lead the following committees:  

• Building Use
• Christian Education
• Pastoral Care 
• Rector Search 
• Stewardship 
• Youth Ministry Council

We also need volunteers that may not be able to commit to a leadership position, but want to be involved. These include 
ushers, counters, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd volunteers, lay "weeders," audio-visual equipment operators (we will 
continue to stream our services on YouTube) and members of the flower guild. Please be thinking about ways you can 
contribute at this pivotal time for our parish. 

Property Stewardship

We also discussed a number of  projects underway to maintain our campus.
• Work on the red doors facing DeForest Avenue will begin soon.
• After discussion about ongoing elevator repairs, the vestry voted to purchase a service contract to ensure proper 

maintenance. 
• A garbage truck damaged the steps and railings leading from our driveway to the Cloister Wall. There are ongoing 

negotiations with the waste management company to pay for repairs.
• We are halfway to our fundraising goal of $32,000 to purchase a used truck for campus maintenance.

As always, if you have questions, concerns or would like a copy of our vestry meeting minutes, please ask Mother Melanie or 
our Wardens, Bebe Lee and Susan Favate.

*Note: our Canticle vestry update cadence lags by a month due to the approval process for vestry meeting minutes and The 
Canticle's publication deadline. If you are interested in "real time" information, please don't hesitate to reach out to Mother 
Melanie, our Wardens or any member of the vestry.

Continued from previous page.
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One of my favorite things about working with children and youth is their unabashedly honest answers. No filter, no 
embarrassment; just the truth as they see it. As we grow up, we start to adopt more “appropriate” answers. We say we are fine 
when we are not. We show interest in an event we know we will not attend. Lucky for us, God does not ask us to save face. 
God craves our honest answers and our whole hearts.

As you take time this summer to rest and recharge, I invite you to explore your 
own unabashedly honest answers to these questions: How is your spiritual life 
being nourished? What is inviting you to learn and grow in your relationship 
with Christ?

Over these past 17 months my honest answers to these questions have varied 
greatly. Perhaps yours have too.  Exploring my own spiritual journey across 
the pandemic, I am recognizing anew how community plays a central role 
in my spiritual health.  Being surrounded by others who pose questions I 
have not thought of and give voice to experiences I have not had helps me 
experience God in new ways. The times I felt stagnant in my relationship with 
Christ are most often the times I felt distant from a community of faith.

You do not need to share your honest answers with me (although I would welcome them!), but I do invite you to explore 
them for ways to continue your spiritual journey in the coming year. Perhaps assisting in a Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
atrium will reignite your childlike wonder. Maybe working with the youth will offer opportunities to ask the questions that 
you can’t seem to ignore. Or maybe you crave an embodied spirituality and are looking for ways to use your unique gifts 
through outreach in your local community.

I am only one week into my ministry here at Calvary, but I am already seeing that this parish has ample opportunities for 
spiritual formation across the lifespan. Wherever you are in your faith journey, know that you are welcome and wanted here.

If you would like to talk more about spiritual formation across the lifespan with Rev. Deacon Carrie, she can be reached at (908) 
277-1814 ext. 3 or ccabush@calvarysummit.org. 

Faith like a child
by the Rev. Deacon Carrie Cabush

Calvary's Operating Summary 
Six Months Ending June 30, 2021

 

Revenue: YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget
Pledge Income $277,167) $237,967) $391,000)
Open Offering (3,127) (5,000) (10,000)
Payment of Prior Year Pledge (41,975) (23,500) (23,500)
Other Income (117,622) (28,982) (78,000)
    Total Revenue $439,891) $295,449) $502,500)
Expense:   
Administrative $27,532) $31,770) $57,500)
Choir & Music $5,019) $24,137) $46,635)
Christian Ed/Fellowship $731) $4,000) $8,000)
Insurance $28,515) $29,000) $56,000)
Payroll $169,599) $198,368) $434,543)
Property Maintenance/Utilities $63,501) $59,902) $113,200)
Diocesan Pledge $15,000) $15,000) $30,000)
Outreach $900) $7,920) $14,820)

Total Expense $310,797) $370,098) $760,698)
Net Revenue over (Expenses) $129,094) ($74,649) ($258,198)
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Staff of Calvary Church
  
  The Rev. Melanie Barbarito, Interim Rector  mbarbarito@calvarysummit.org
  The Reverend Deacon Carrie Cabush, Assistant Rector  ccabush@calvarysummit.org 
  The Reverend Kay Locke, Adjunct Priest    klocke@calvarysummit.org
  Mr. Evan Cogswell, Organist/Music Director   ecogswell@calvarysummit.org
  Mrs. Sadie Bennett, Children’s Formation Coordinator sbennett@calvarysummit.org
  Mr. Matt Potter, Parish Administrator   mpotter@calvarysummit.org
  Mrs. Janet Maulbeck, Interweave Executive Director janetm@interweave.org
  Mr. Charles Jordan Parish Receptionist   info@calvarysummit.org
  Mrs. Flora Attardi, Bookkeeper    fattardi@calvarysummit.org
  Mr. Cimi Petrela, Sexton     spetrela@calvarysummit.org

Vestry
Bebe Lee, Senior Warden
Susan Favate, Premises Warden
Tom Barr, Treasurer
Charlie Rall, Assistant Treasurer
Caroline Lindabury, Clerk
Kevin Schmidt, Finance
DeeDee Allen, Nancy Babbitt,
Laura Dudebout, Nancy Imbalzano, 
Todd Fairbairn,  Julie Jones, 
Warren Loy, James Nelson, 
Leonard Prentice, Kevin Schmidt.

Calvary Episcopal Church
31 Woodland Avenue, 

Summit, NJ 07901
Tel: 908-277-1814 

Email: info@calvarysummit.org
Website: calvarysummit.org

Summer Greetings
Dear Friends,

What a year this has been! As many of you know, Interweave has continued to offer 
classes during these difficult pandemic times via zoom. Classes like Bible Book of 
the Month, Meditation and Poetry have offered comfort, and support during these 
trying times. Adaptability and resilience have been our guideposts. 

Currently, we are in hiatus at Interweave. Like everyone, we wonder what this new 
year will hold.  With the encouragement of vaccination protection and more relaxed 
regulations we look forward to some in-person gatherings in the Fall.

Interweave is grateful that Calvary is home to many of our programs. I want to 
thank Mother Melanie for her nurturing spirit and Calvary’s amazing staff for their 
continued support. 

Finally, I want to thank you - the community of Calvary for being part of the 
Interweave family. Your vibrant spirit is always evident. Your stories, your resilience 
is an inspiration. 

Whether in person or via zoom, we look forward to celebrating community with you 
and wish you and yours a relaxing and restorative summer!

Janet Aulet Maulbeck
Interweave Executive Director

NOVEMBER 2018

 

Threads of Consciousness Writing Circle
Second Saturdays
November 10, 10:00am-12:00pm

Do you enjoy writing and sharing your stories but too often cannot find the time or the energy? Do you 
enjoy meditative spaces and delightful connections? If so, join our writing circle! Each month we select 
a theme to help awaken the spirit and discover what is waiting to be said.  All of our sharing is done in 
an atmosphere of deep listening and respect. No prior writing experience is needed; life experiences 
welcome!

Lorri Lizza, MBA, has facilitated workshops at Interweave, the Omega Institute, ALIA Institute and the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women.

Bible Book(s) of the Month 
NEW TESTAMENT STORY: Background, Analysis and Interpretation 

Select Saturdays, 9:00-11:00 A.M. at Calvary Church
Nov 10, Dec 1, 8
Jan 12, Feb 9, Mar 9, Mar 23, April 12, April 26, May 11
Tuition: $250, $200 members

This course guides students directly to experience and interpret the New Testament writings using the methods of contempo-
rary Biblical scholarship and literary criticism, especially the “narrative” approach to Scripture It focuses upon these writings as 
full of good news and community forming grace for early Christian communities and for those called to walk the Way of Jesus 
today. David L. Barr’s New Testament Story: An Introduction will be a focus and is required text. The course will also include 
information about how the context of the Way of Jesus and the Apostles in Second Temple Judaism, as well as information 
about the mystical dimensions of Second Temple spirituality not covered in depth by Barr’s book.

Rev. Robert Corin Morris, D. D., is the Founder of Interweave.

A Course in Miracles Study Group 
2nd Thursday Evenings at Calvary Church (7:00-8:30 pm) 
Thursday Mornings (10:00-11:30 am) 

The Course is a self-study spiritual thought system, which speaks to a universal experience of 
Love. Through its unique approach to forgiveness, we are helped to recognize and undo the 
blocks to peace that are operating in our lives. New and returning members to our study group 
are welcome! We will read from the text, share our experiences and enjoy each 
other’s company.  
Lorri Lizza, MBA, has been a student of the Course for over 20 years.

For more infomation and to register, visit our website: Interweave.org

Dear Friends,

As the time of Thanksgiving approaches, I can’t help but be filled with 
a sense of gratitude for the Community of Calvary. 

I pray that the blessings and joy of family and friends will be 
yours this thanksgiving and throughout the year!

Gratefully yours,
Janet Aulet Maulbeck

NOVEMBER 2018
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